
MARKET
MeTL Group is a leading economic force in 
Tanzania with major investments and successful 
operating companies in all key business sectors. 
The Group employs more than 24,000 people 
across the country and has diverse interests in 
manufacturing, trading, agriculture, energy and 
petroleum, financial services, mobile telephony, 
real estate, transport and distribution. A visionary 
organisation, the MeTL Group continues to pave 
the path to industrial development in Tanzania by 
continually striving for 
excellence and ethically 
sound growth.

Understanding the 
complexities in the delivery 
of fast moving consumer 
goods is essential to 
any business and a well-
developed distribution network is crucial to ensure 
that MeTL products reach all potential customers. 
Having a fleet of over 1400 vehicles, 24 branches 
and over 100 retail outlets, MeTL makes its 
products available across the length and breadth of 
the country. 

The last few years have seen emergence of retail 
chains offering consumers in Tanzania a wide range 
of international brands, thus making consumers more 
brand conscious. To cater to this emerging market, 
MeTL has invested heavily in the development of 
new consumer packs, improving the packaging of 
its products and advertising through various media 
across the country. MeTL’s market share has been 
growing steadily over the past few years.  

The Tanzanian economy is growing at an 
impressive rate of over 7% per year, and the 

purchasing power of the Tanzanian people is rising 
with it. This, coupled with the growing population, 
means sustained growth in the years to come. 
MeTL Group is planning to expand its capacities 
of various manufactured products exponentially 
over the course of the next few months. For 
example with the expansion of East Coast Oils 
and Fats which consists of physical refinery, a dry-
fractionation plant and a soap manufacturing facility 
MeTL is at an advanced phase of increasing its 
capacity from 600 tons per day with additional 

capacity of 1,650 
tons a day, giving 
a total capacity 
of 2,250 tons 
per day. The 

soap plant’s 
current capacity 
is eight tons per 
hour, and with 
the expansion 
is producing a total of twenty tons per hour. MeTL 
is also expanding its wheat mill, which has a current 
capacity to mill over 240 tons per day, and with the 
expansion will be able to produce 1,000 tons of 
wheat flour per day. In all manufacturing areas MeTL 
has set up state of the art factories incorporating 
best practices. East Coast Oils and Fats is also 
developing a refining plant for soft oils which will 
generate a capacity of 300 tons per day to produce 
soybean and sunflower oil. 

AChIEvEMEnTS
One of MeTL’s greatest achievements is that it 
remains one of Tanzania’s largest and most diverse 
exporters that commands an impressive network 
that consists of people, infrastructure, technology, 
market intelligence, logistics and distribution.

MeTL procures a wide range of agricultural 
commodities at the farm gate from all corners of 
Tanzania. It has an extensive infrastructure of more 
than 100 retail outlets all of which are equipped 
with warehouses, vehicles and personnel that 
purchase commodities at the farm gate, clean, 
process, sort and grade the goods, ready to meet 
the needs of the international market. MeTL 
also deals with the World Food Programme by 
exporting wheat bran to the Middle East. 

MeTL’s textile mills manufacture high-quality 
African print fabrics such as khanga and kitenge 
in 100% cotton and polyester. It specialises in 
manufacturing gray cloth, bed sheets and drill 
material - the bulk of which are exported to 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, 
Mozambique and other neighbouring countries. 
Sizeable quantities are also exported to Greece  
and Italy.

Sisal fibre yarn, twines and ropes are exported to 
industrial users in Japan, India and other countries 
in Asia. In Europe, MeTL exports to Spain, Italy, 
Belgium, Holland and France. As well as to Ethiopia, 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen. 

Mo Cashews Ltd exports raw cashews in shells 
as well as top-grade processed cashews to several 
global markets including the USA, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, South Africa and the Middle East.

As the only manufacturer of bicycles in East 
Africa, National Bicycles Company Ltd, finds itself 
in the advantageous position of securing export 
markets in neighbouring African countries.

Due to its great success in producing the highest 
quality of products, East Coast Oils and Fats won 
President Manufacturers award in 2008. 

In 2010 Golden Crescent 
Assurance, an MeTL Group 
Company, received the 
prestigious President¹s 
Manufacturer of the Year 
Awards in the category of 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 
and Business Services. 

hISToRy
Mr. Gulam Dewji founded MeTL in the 1970s. 
The nationalisation of the 1970s was followed by 
a period during which the business climate was 
difficult even in areas that were not directly affected, 
such as trading operations. Many businesses 
emigrated and this created a vacuum into which 
a new, younger generation of individuals like Mr. 
Dewji could find a niche. He set up a road haulage 
operation, with one truck, transporting produce 
from one town to another, and later on moved into 
the sale of second hand clothing.

The firm’s move from trading to industrial 
processing came in 1998 made by Gulam’s 
eldest son Mohammed Dewji, when it began a 
rapid sequence of entries into agri-business and 
manufacturing ventures. Some of these were new 
Greenfield ventures (palm oil refining, soap and 
candles, cashew-nuts processing, bottling, juices 
and water). Others involved the acquisition of 
an existing enterprise in financial distress (a sisal 
processor, a wheat flour miller, a bicycle maker and 
textile industries.) During Mohammed’s tenure 
MeTL has grown twelve fold and diversified in many 
sectors like agriculture, finance, distribution and 
manufacturing with current revenues of over one 
billion dollars. 

PRoduCT
METL is known as “The people’s brand” because 
its products cater to the everyday needs of the 
masses. You wake up in the morning and brush your 
teeth with Fluordent toothpaste, you take a shower 
using the Ivy/Protector/Mo soap, you wash your 
clothes with Poa/Taifa detergent you have your tea 
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