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and went on to win the Grand Sweepstakes
Award at the 1939 Golden Gate International
Exposition in San Francisco — an astonishing feat
for a California wine of the time, and the first
worldwide recognition of Napa Valley as a wine-
producing area.

The two men steadily developed BV’s vineyards
and winemaking facilities until de Latour’s death in
1940. His widow, Fernande, resolved to keep the
BV vision alive, and under her direction, Andre
Tchelistcheff created the first Napa Valley reserve
wine, which she named Georges de Latour Private
Reserve — then, and now, a stunning addition to the
brand’s reputation. 

Andre Tchelistcheff served as a superb teacher
for many of today’s leading winemakers, including
current BV winemaker Joel Aiken. Tchelistcheff
was instrumental in popularizing modern wine-
making processes, including the oak barrel aging
and malolactic fermentation used by most winer-
ies today. He was also among the first to under-
stand the importance of cold fermentation and
proper filtration for white wines.

The 1990s witnessed an exuberant revival of
spirit and innovation at BV, thanks to Tchelistcheff’s
consultations from 1991 until his
passing in 1994. Joel Aiken, BV’s
current winemaker, has been with
the winery since 1982, and in the
spirit of Tchelistcheff, he has
initiated experimentation and
innovation throughout, adding
and improving varietal wines to
extend the prestige of the BV name. BV wines
today are a fitting testament to their heritage, con-
sistently earning the loyalty of consumers and
acclaim from critics. Beaulieu Vineyard is proud to
have provided some of Napa Valley’s most distin-
guished wines for over 100 years. 

THE PRODUCT
Beaulieu Vineyard produces world-class wines that
embody excellence and innovation. Incorporating
the wisdom of traditional winemaking techniques
alongside modern technology and expertise, these
benchmark wines define the heritage of the Napa
Valley. The five tiers of BV wines — BV Reserve
Wines, BV Napa Valley Appellation Wines, BV
Maestro Wines, BV Coastal Estates Wines, and BV
Century Cellars Wines — provide consumers with
high-quality and great-tasting wines at all price lev-
els. BV produces a wine for every occasion,

whether it’s an everyday dinner, a gathering with
friends, or a celebratory milestone. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
Beaulieu Vineyard recently made a significant
investment in the winery, providing the winemak-
ing team with the best facilities and technology

available today. The new barrel storage warehouse,
sorting tables, presses, and fermentation tanks
ensure BV will remain one of the best wine pro-
ducers in the world. 

The new barrel storage warehouse allows all BV
Napa Valley Appellation and Reserve wine
barrels to be stored onsite and under the
complete control of the wine-making team.
The new sorting tables and strict harvest-
ing techniques ensure only the best clusters
of grapes are used in BV wines. And
the new fermentation tanks and
presses are incremental tools that

enable the winemaking team to handcraft
wines of the highest quality. 

PROMOTION
BV’s current promotional efforts focus pri-
marily on continuing to build brand awareness and
increasing consumer trial. Due to the nature of the
industry, many of the promotional events the mar-
keting and PR teams plan are quite exciting. A
recent brand-building initiative for the Las Vegas
Centennial is a great example. BV’s 100-year her-
itage made it a natural fit to help Las Vegas cele-
brate its 100th birthday.

As an official sponsor of the Las Vegas Cen-
tennial, the BV Vineyard to Vegas Tour paralleled
the Road to Vegas Tour with Collective Soul, a
concert series that began in San Francisco and
traveled to Los Angeles, Phoenix, Houston, Ft.
Lauderdale, Washington, DC, Philadelphia, New
York City, Chicago, and Atlanta before arriving 
in Las Vegas. More than 12,000 samples of BV
wines were poured as the Big Red BV Bus rolled
through 25 states and stopped in eleven major
cities. At each tour stop, BV and a local radio sta-
tion cohosted a grape stomp with a local charity.
Each event featured wine tasting, casino-themed
wine education games, and entertainment by an
Elvis impersonator and Vegas showgirls. 

“This was a tremendous opportunity for us to
take BV, a Napa classic, on the road to tour the
country and raise some money and awareness for
very worthy causes,” said director of public rela-
tions Tom Scott. “It was a once-in-a-lifetime
experience for many of our guests. How many
times can you say that you were serenaded by
Elvis and cheered by showgirls while you jumped
up and down in a tub full of grapes?”

BRAND VALUES
Beaulieu Vineyard has over a century of experi-
ence crafting bold and expertly balanced wines.
BV farms 1,400 acres of some of Napa Valley’s
most historic vineyards, giving its winemaker,
Joel Aiken, access to some of the world’s best
wine grapes. BV’s commitment to using the best
grapes and the best facilities allows the world-
class winemaking team to continually create
wines of the highest quality. BV has received 

over forty 90-plus scores on
its wines in the past ten vin-
tages alone, as rated by Wine
Advocate, Wine Enthusiast,
Wine Spectator, and Wine &
Spirits. This commitment to
quality has made BV one of
the most respected wineries

in the Napa Valley and the world. No matter the
price level, BV wines will always stand out
against the competition.

THE MARKET
Wine continues to grow in popularity among
American consumers. In 2005, sales of pre-
mium wines — wines $7 and above — grew
at a rate of 13 percent in the United States,
which is faster than both beer and spirits. In
fact, a recent Gallup poll in 2005 named wine
as America’s most preferred alcohol bever-
age, citing growth trends from several differ-
ent demographic groups. Additionally, the
popularity of the movie Sideways piqued the
public’s interest in wine and created excite-
ment about the industry and new varietals.

California wineries are driving the major-
ity of wine sales in the United States, with
roughly two out of every three bottles sold in
this country produced in the state. Imports are
the second largest contributor to total wine
sales; Italy is the country that exports the
most wine to the United States, followed by
France and Australia. The remaining sales are
from smaller wine-producing states such as
Oregon and Washington. 

ACHIEVEMENTS
Beaulieu Vineyard® has a long history of lead-
ership and innovation in the wine industry and
is known for producing wines of the highest
quality. Some of the key brand achievements
are as follows:
• Beaulieu Vineyard founder Georges de Latour

imported the first phylloxera-resistant grape
vines to California in 1902, which helped to save
the American wine industry from the potentially
devastating vine disease.

• Beaulieu Vineyard Georges de Latour Private
Reserve was the first California reserve wine
made in the United States and has been a bench-
mark Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon for over
60 years. Today, George de Latour is reputed to
be one of the most collected wines in America. 

• Beaulieu Vineyard’s 1936 vintage of its Cabernet
Sauvignon won the Grand Sweepstakes Award at

the Golden Gate International Exposition (1939),
a first for a California wine.

• BV conducted fourteen years of Cabernet
Sauvignon clone research that benefited the
entire industry. The objective was to identify the
best clones of Cabernet Sauvignon vines for
specific regions within the Napa Valley. As a
result of this research, BV vineyards now pro-
duce some of the finest Cabernet
Sauvignon grapes in the world.

• The 1995 Georges de Latour
Private Reserve won the Inter-
national Wine & Spirits Competi-

tion in London for “Best
Bordeaux-style Wine.”
• The tradition of quality and

innovation continues under the leadership
of winemaker Joel Aiken, who has been 
at BV since 1982 and trained under the
famed winemaker Andre Tchelistcheff.

HISTORY
The deep roots of Beaulieu Vineyard were
planted in the Napa Valley back in 1900 by
the French wine pioneer Georges de Latour.
He recognized the Napa Valley as an ideal

climate for growing grapes, and envisioned
creating American wines as great as those
of his native Bordeaux, France. Bold steps
were required to achieve de Latour’s dream. 

Though vineyards had already been
established in the Napa Valley, they were
failing due to infestations of the vine dis-
ease phylloxera, which had reduced pro-
ducing acreage to less than 2,000 acres.
George de Latour was one of the first 
to begin importing phylloxera-resistant
grafted vines from France, a step that
would both establish his own holdings and
help revitalize the other vineyards of Napa
and Sonoma valleys. 

In 1902, he planted his first vineyard,
BV #1, on 128 acres in the tiny community
of Rutherford. The first vintage was crushed
at his new Rutherford winery in 1909, and
within a few years, de Latour purchased
more land to plant BV Vineyard #2. The
Cabernet Sauvignons that de Latour crafted
from these grapes gave San Franciscans 
a first taste of California’s great promise as
a world-class winemaking region. 

The imposition of Prohibition in 1919
struck a serious blow to most of California’s
growing wine industry. BV was fortunate
enough to remain in business by making
high-quality altar wine for the Catholic

Church. This relationship allowed BV to continue
its winemaking development, and today, BV
remains one of the longest continuously produc-
ing wineries in the Napa Valley. 

When Prohibition ended in 1933, Beaulieu
Vineyard was in an enviable position, with intact
facilities, state-of-the-art winemaking technology,
and excellent products ready to sell. Georges de

Latour wines quickly developed a
following with San Francisco high
society and remain some of the most
popular wines today. 

By 1938, de Latour realized that
further increases in Napa Valley wine
quality would require sophisticated
production methods and modern sci-

entific expertise. To implement these changes, he
brought in one of the area’s first European wine-
makers, the brilliant enologist Andre Tchelistcheff.
If de Latour was the daring originator of Beaulieu
Vineyard’s excellence, Tchelistcheff was its
thoughtful and innovative visionary, and he quickly
became one of California’s most influential wine-
making pioneers.

The 1936 Cabernet Sauvignon that de Latour
had made finished its maturation under Tchelistcheff

❍ When Fernande de Latour first saw the
Napa property her husband planned to buy
she exclaimed “que beaulieu!” — which
means “how beautiful” in French. The name
stuck, and today Beaulieu Vineyard remains
the beautiful place it was back in 1900.

❍ BV George de Latour Private Reserve
Cabernet Sauvignon has received 90 points
or above on every vintage over the past 10
years as rated by Wine Advocate, Wine
Enthusiast, or Wine Spectator.

❍ When wine writer John Mariani was asked
what is the best wine made in America, he
responded, “That’s easy. . . . Beaulieu
Vineyard Georges de Latour Private Reserve,
and it has been for more than 50 years”
(Bloomberg, February 16, 2006).

❍ BV released the first Carneros-designated
appellation wine, BV Los Carneros Pinot
Noir, in 1976. Carneros is a wine region
known for ideal Pinot Noir and Chardon-
nay growing conditions.

THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT
BEAULIEU VINEYARD

BV Gold Metallic
PMS 873

BV Logo Red
PMS 1807
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and went on to win the Grand Sweepstakes
Award at the 1939 Golden Gate International
Exposition in San Francisco — an astonishing feat
for a California wine of the time, and the first
worldwide recognition of Napa Valley as a wine-
producing area.

The two men steadily developed BV’s vineyards
and winemaking facilities until de Latour’s death in
1940. His widow, Fernande, resolved to keep the
BV vision alive, and under her direction, Andre
Tchelistcheff created the first Napa Valley reserve
wine, which she named Georges de Latour Private
Reserve — then, and now, a stunning addition to the
brand’s reputation. 

Andre Tchelistcheff served as a superb teacher
for many of today’s leading winemakers, including
current BV winemaker Joel Aiken. Tchelistcheff
was instrumental in popularizing modern wine-
making processes, including the oak barrel aging
and malolactic fermentation used by most winer-
ies today. He was also among the first to under-
stand the importance of cold fermentation and
proper filtration for white wines.

The 1990s witnessed an exuberant revival of
spirit and innovation at BV, thanks to Tchelistcheff’s
consultations from 1991 until his
passing in 1994. Joel Aiken, BV’s
current winemaker, has been with
the winery since 1982, and in the
spirit of Tchelistcheff, he has
initiated experimentation and
innovation throughout, adding
and improving varietal wines to
extend the prestige of the BV name. BV wines
today are a fitting testament to their heritage, con-
sistently earning the loyalty of consumers and
acclaim from critics. Beaulieu Vineyard is proud to
have provided some of Napa Valley’s most distin-
guished wines for over 100 years. 

THE PRODUCT
Beaulieu Vineyard produces world-class wines that
embody excellence and innovation. Incorporating
the wisdom of traditional winemaking techniques
alongside modern technology and expertise, these
benchmark wines define the heritage of the Napa
Valley. The five tiers of BV wines — BV Reserve
Wines, BV Napa Valley Appellation Wines, BV
Maestro Wines, BV Coastal Estates Wines, and BV
Century Cellars Wines — provide consumers with
high-quality and great-tasting wines at all price lev-
els. BV produces a wine for every occasion,

whether it’s an everyday dinner, a gathering with
friends, or a celebratory milestone. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
Beaulieu Vineyard recently made a significant
investment in the winery, providing the winemak-
ing team with the best facilities and technology

available today. The new barrel storage warehouse,
sorting tables, presses, and fermentation tanks
ensure BV will remain one of the best wine pro-
ducers in the world. 

The new barrel storage warehouse allows all BV
Napa Valley Appellation and Reserve wine
barrels to be stored onsite and under the
complete control of the wine-making team.
The new sorting tables and strict harvest-
ing techniques ensure only the best clusters
of grapes are used in BV wines. And
the new fermentation tanks and
presses are incremental tools that

enable the winemaking team to handcraft
wines of the highest quality. 

PROMOTION
BV’s current promotional efforts focus pri-
marily on continuing to build brand awareness and
increasing consumer trial. Due to the nature of the
industry, many of the promotional events the mar-
keting and PR teams plan are quite exciting. A
recent brand-building initiative for the Las Vegas
Centennial is a great example. BV’s 100-year her-
itage made it a natural fit to help Las Vegas cele-
brate its 100th birthday.

As an official sponsor of the Las Vegas Cen-
tennial, the BV Vineyard to Vegas Tour paralleled
the Road to Vegas Tour with Collective Soul, a
concert series that began in San Francisco and
traveled to Los Angeles, Phoenix, Houston, Ft.
Lauderdale, Washington, DC, Philadelphia, New
York City, Chicago, and Atlanta before arriving 
in Las Vegas. More than 12,000 samples of BV
wines were poured as the Big Red BV Bus rolled
through 25 states and stopped in eleven major
cities. At each tour stop, BV and a local radio sta-
tion cohosted a grape stomp with a local charity.
Each event featured wine tasting, casino-themed
wine education games, and entertainment by an
Elvis impersonator and Vegas showgirls. 

“This was a tremendous opportunity for us to
take BV, a Napa classic, on the road to tour the
country and raise some money and awareness for
very worthy causes,” said director of public rela-
tions Tom Scott. “It was a once-in-a-lifetime
experience for many of our guests. How many
times can you say that you were serenaded by
Elvis and cheered by showgirls while you jumped
up and down in a tub full of grapes?”

BRAND VALUES
Beaulieu Vineyard has over a century of experi-
ence crafting bold and expertly balanced wines.
BV farms 1,400 acres of some of Napa Valley’s
most historic vineyards, giving its winemaker,
Joel Aiken, access to some of the world’s best
wine grapes. BV’s commitment to using the best
grapes and the best facilities allows the world-
class winemaking team to continually create
wines of the highest quality. BV has received 

over forty 90-plus scores on
its wines in the past ten vin-
tages alone, as rated by Wine
Advocate, Wine Enthusiast,
Wine Spectator, and Wine &
Spirits. This commitment to
quality has made BV one of
the most respected wineries

in the Napa Valley and the world. No matter the
price level, BV wines will always stand out
against the competition.

THE MARKET
Wine continues to grow in popularity among
American consumers. In 2005, sales of pre-
mium wines — wines $7 and above — grew
at a rate of 13 percent in the United States,
which is faster than both beer and spirits. In
fact, a recent Gallup poll in 2005 named wine
as America’s most preferred alcohol bever-
age, citing growth trends from several differ-
ent demographic groups. Additionally, the
popularity of the movie Sideways piqued the
public’s interest in wine and created excite-
ment about the industry and new varietals.

California wineries are driving the major-
ity of wine sales in the United States, with
roughly two out of every three bottles sold in
this country produced in the state. Imports are
the second largest contributor to total wine
sales; Italy is the country that exports the
most wine to the United States, followed by
France and Australia. The remaining sales are
from smaller wine-producing states such as
Oregon and Washington. 

ACHIEVEMENTS
Beaulieu Vineyard® has a long history of lead-
ership and innovation in the wine industry and
is known for producing wines of the highest
quality. Some of the key brand achievements
are as follows:
• Beaulieu Vineyard founder Georges de Latour

imported the first phylloxera-resistant grape
vines to California in 1902, which helped to save
the American wine industry from the potentially
devastating vine disease.

• Beaulieu Vineyard Georges de Latour Private
Reserve was the first California reserve wine
made in the United States and has been a bench-
mark Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon for over
60 years. Today, George de Latour is reputed to
be one of the most collected wines in America. 

• Beaulieu Vineyard’s 1936 vintage of its Cabernet
Sauvignon won the Grand Sweepstakes Award at

the Golden Gate International Exposition (1939),
a first for a California wine.

• BV conducted fourteen years of Cabernet
Sauvignon clone research that benefited the
entire industry. The objective was to identify the
best clones of Cabernet Sauvignon vines for
specific regions within the Napa Valley. As a
result of this research, BV vineyards now pro-
duce some of the finest Cabernet
Sauvignon grapes in the world.

• The 1995 Georges de Latour
Private Reserve won the Inter-
national Wine & Spirits Competi-

tion in London for “Best
Bordeaux-style Wine.”
• The tradition of quality and

innovation continues under the leadership
of winemaker Joel Aiken, who has been 
at BV since 1982 and trained under the
famed winemaker Andre Tchelistcheff.

HISTORY
The deep roots of Beaulieu Vineyard were
planted in the Napa Valley back in 1900 by
the French wine pioneer Georges de Latour.
He recognized the Napa Valley as an ideal

climate for growing grapes, and envisioned
creating American wines as great as those
of his native Bordeaux, France. Bold steps
were required to achieve de Latour’s dream. 

Though vineyards had already been
established in the Napa Valley, they were
failing due to infestations of the vine dis-
ease phylloxera, which had reduced pro-
ducing acreage to less than 2,000 acres.
George de Latour was one of the first 
to begin importing phylloxera-resistant
grafted vines from France, a step that
would both establish his own holdings and
help revitalize the other vineyards of Napa
and Sonoma valleys. 

In 1902, he planted his first vineyard,
BV #1, on 128 acres in the tiny community
of Rutherford. The first vintage was crushed
at his new Rutherford winery in 1909, and
within a few years, de Latour purchased
more land to plant BV Vineyard #2. The
Cabernet Sauvignons that de Latour crafted
from these grapes gave San Franciscans 
a first taste of California’s great promise as
a world-class winemaking region. 

The imposition of Prohibition in 1919
struck a serious blow to most of California’s
growing wine industry. BV was fortunate
enough to remain in business by making
high-quality altar wine for the Catholic

Church. This relationship allowed BV to continue
its winemaking development, and today, BV
remains one of the longest continuously produc-
ing wineries in the Napa Valley. 

When Prohibition ended in 1933, Beaulieu
Vineyard was in an enviable position, with intact
facilities, state-of-the-art winemaking technology,
and excellent products ready to sell. Georges de

Latour wines quickly developed a
following with San Francisco high
society and remain some of the most
popular wines today. 

By 1938, de Latour realized that
further increases in Napa Valley wine
quality would require sophisticated
production methods and modern sci-

entific expertise. To implement these changes, he
brought in one of the area’s first European wine-
makers, the brilliant enologist Andre Tchelistcheff.
If de Latour was the daring originator of Beaulieu
Vineyard’s excellence, Tchelistcheff was its
thoughtful and innovative visionary, and he quickly
became one of California’s most influential wine-
making pioneers.

The 1936 Cabernet Sauvignon that de Latour
had made finished its maturation under Tchelistcheff

❍ When Fernande de Latour first saw the
Napa property her husband planned to buy
she exclaimed “que beaulieu!” — which
means “how beautiful” in French. The name
stuck, and today Beaulieu Vineyard remains
the beautiful place it was back in 1900.

❍ BV George de Latour Private Reserve
Cabernet Sauvignon has received 90 points
or above on every vintage over the past 10
years as rated by Wine Advocate, Wine
Enthusiast, or Wine Spectator.

❍ When wine writer John Mariani was asked
what is the best wine made in America, he
responded, “That’s easy. . . . Beaulieu
Vineyard Georges de Latour Private Reserve,
and it has been for more than 50 years”
(Bloomberg, February 16, 2006).

❍ BV released the first Carneros-designated
appellation wine, BV Los Carneros Pinot
Noir, in 1976. Carneros is a wine region
known for ideal Pinot Noir and Chardon-
nay growing conditions.
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