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HISTORY

Oracle, throughout its successful
history, has earned a reputation 
for creating visionary business 
technologies. Founded by Larry
Ellison, Bob Miner, and Ed Oates in
1977, Oracle was built on the belief
that business information systems
required nothing short of a com-
plete overhaul — from the prevail-
ing hierarchical database model 
to relational database software. 
As businesses evolved, the market
required new technologies to drive
an increasingly global economy to
new heights — and Oracle has met
those demands at every turn. 

In 1979, Oracle delivered the
first relational database management
system to the marketplace, making

information more accessible to business managers
and helping them improve organizational effi-
ciency. The tools Oracle subsequently developed in
the 1980s helped businesses retrieve data and
allowed developers to build business applications. 

By the mid-1980s, Oracle had delivered the first
UNIX-based accounting software, and eventually,

a complete, integrated

suite of front- and back-
office applications. In the 1990s, Oracle became
an innovator in the nascent middleware market,
shifting application complexity off the desktop.
Notably, Oracle became the first technology ven-
dor to fully support Internet technologies. Today,
Oracle finds itself uniquely positioned as the only
enterprise software maker with solutions for
every tier of the enterprise, tailored to meet the
specific needs of various industries.

THE PRODUCT

Oracle’s leadership position is a direct result of 
its track record of technological innovation and

THE MARKET

Founded in 1977, Oracle is proud to
celebrate 30 years of helping busi-
nesses and governments manage
their most valuable asset — infor-
mation. With annual revenues of
more than $14.7 billion, Oracle
offers database, middleware, and
applications products that deliver
greater business intelligence and
process automation. With Oracle
products, businesses can innovate
and become more competitive in
their industries.  

The company, headquartered 
in Redwood Shores, California,
launched the world’s first relational
database in 1977. Since then, Oracle
has been an essential part of a tech-
nology revolution that has changed
modern business. 

The marketplace is currently made up of many
small companies that cater to specific industries
and applications, as well as a few large organiza-
tions that offer either database products or enter-
prise applications. Many businesses struggle to
integrate all of these proprietary technologies, and
end up increasing their costs, limiting their ability
to scale, and compromising their security. Oracle
brings order to this chaos by providing solutions
that are built on proven industry standards.

The one common goal of all enterprise soft-
ware companies is to meet their customers’ need
for innovative solutions to business problems.

Oracle excels in this endeavor, and its innovation
has always led by example. Whether promoting
open source technologies, integrating its software
across all product lines, or establishing best busi-
ness practices, Oracle continues to set a high
standard for business innovation, software inge-
nuity, and meeting customer needs.

ACHIEVEMENTS

At the heart of Oracle’s business is information
— how to manage it, use it, share it, and protect
it. For three decades, Oracle has provided the
software and services that let organizations
access and manipulate the most up-to-date and
accurate information from their business systems. 

Oracle helps companies use high-quality
information to collaborate, measure results, and
communicate a single truth to all their stakehold-
ers. The company has also refined its technology
over the years by combining the ingenuity of the
industry’s best software engineers with feedback
from Fortune 500 customers — resulting in inno-
vations that support information-driven busi-
nesses around the world.

Oracle has been and continues to be an inno-
vative company. It was one of the first companies
to make its business applications available
through the Internet, and today that idea is perva-
sive. Now Oracle is committed to making sure
that all its software — databases, applications,
and middleware  —  is designed to work together
according to open, accepted technology stan-
dards. And while the idea seemed unconventional
at first, other enterprise software companies, ana-
lysts, and the press are beginning to acknowledge
that Oracle is on the right path. 
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