
94

THE MARKET

Once the exclusive domain of the solitary cook,
the kitchen has evolved into the social epicenter
of the American home. As a result, kitchen
designs have become much more open and
inviting, placing a greater emphasis on one’s
appliances as symbols of status, style, and pres-
tige. America has also undergone a change of
taste, altering what it cooks and how it entertains.
The plethora of television cooking shows and the
emergence of the celebrity chef as a cultural icon
has made Americans much more discriminating
in the types of foods they serve and the way in
which they prepare them. Exotic ingredients and
spices, unusual techniques, and powerful cooking
tools are no longer the exclusive purview of the
executive chef in a high-end restaurant kitchen.
Home chefs have become more sophisticated,
emulating their professional counterparts, a
change that has resulted in an increased demand
for high-quality, professional-style equipment
that not only looks the part but also offers the per-
formance to back it up. 

No brand has satisfied this need better than
Thermador®. As a manufacturer of high-end
kitchen appliances specifically designed for the
culinary enthusiast, Thermador products can be
found in upscale homes from coast to coast,
catering to discriminating homeowners who
demand that state-of-the-art functionality be mar-
ried with handsome, classic American design to
create the ultimate dream kitchen.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Thermador has become a leader in the industry
through its steadfast commitment to excellence,
a dedication that has led to a series of innovative
breakthroughs. Throughout its history, these
products have kept the company on the leading
edge of culinary advancements and design. 

The first of these breakthroughs occurred 
in the 1950s when Thermador introduced its 
built-in line of appliances. This revolutionary new
style included the first built-in wall oven and a
matching cooktop, both in a never-before-seen
stainless-steel finish. Virtually every
oven manufacturer since has copied
this groundbreaking design, forever
changing the face of the American
kitchen and establishing Thermador’s
leadership in the industry. 

This history of leadership 
and expertise has not gone unno-
ticed. Thermador has been the recip-
ient of many prestigious awards.
House Beautiful magazine named
Thermador’s refrigeration line as one
of its 10 favorite products. Appliance
Design’s 19th Annual Excellence 
in Design Competition awarded
Thermador’s Pro Harmony™ range a
Silver EID (Excellence in Design) award and the
Freedom® Collection Refrigeration a Gold EID
award during its annual Excellence In Design
competition. Thermador’s refrigerators and ranges

have also been voted as 
one of the top-10 by House
& Garden’s team of elite
designers, receiving the Best
of the Best Award in these
two categories. The Design
Journal’s ADEX award, long 
recognized as a prestigious
honor in the design industry,
selected Thermador from
thousands of entries and
handed them three Platinum
and four Gold awards in
2007 for the Freedom Col-
lection Refrigeration system,
induction cooktops, con-
vection warming drawers,
convection microwaves, Pro
Harmony hoods and ranges,
and the Savor™ built-in cof-
fee machine. In addition,
Home magazine chose the
Thermador Freedom Collec-
tion as one of the best and

brightest new kitchen products for 2006, for their
ingenious columnar design, style, and adaptabil-
ity in custom kitchen applications.

HISTORY 

Founded in 1932 by Bill Cranston, Thermador
began as a manufacturer of electric space heaters
and wall heaters. In 1950, the company was
acquired by Norris Industries, which married its
expertise in metallurgy with Thermador’s elec-
tronics knowledge to create the first stainless-
steel, built-in wall oven and cooktop. This marked

Thermador’s entry into the kitchen
appliances industry, and was the
first of many revolutionary prod-
ucts that would lead them to become
a true American icon.

In the 1950s, Thermador intro-
duced the first electric cooktop with
an integrated griddle, the first warm-
ing drawer, and the first built-in dou-
ble oven and built-in griddle. These
advancements were followed in the
1960s with the first stainless steel
dishwasher, the first electric cooktop
with a hinged top for easier cleaning,
and the first oven with a “black
glass” door front, a design trend still

seen today. Thermador went on to introduce the first
“Speedcooking” oven in the 1970s, which combines
thermal heat with microwave energy to cook food
up to 35 percent faster than conventional ovens.
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