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to the cockpit, set a new industry standard as the
world’s quietest business jet, and outperform any
other aircraft in its class.

More ambitious dreams were already afoot, and
Bombardier soon began developing the first totally
new Learjet design since the Model 23. Dubbed the
Bombardier Learjet 45 and launched in 1992, it
was the world’s first paperless business jet design,
created entirely on the computer screen.

With the introduction of the Learjet 85,
Bombardier marked another first. Designed from
a clean sheet, the Learjet 85 will be the first 
FAR Part 25 all-composite business jet ever
designed for type certification under Federal
Aviation Regulations.*

HISTORY
Few brand names conjure the mystique and
excitement that Learjet does. A bold symbol of
power, freedom, success, and confidence — an
enduring American icon — it is an example of
what inspiration, determination, and ingenuity
can achieve. 

The first Learjet aircraft was more than just
the brainchild of innovator and self-made million-
aire Bill Lear. It was his passion, and he ignited
the same fire in everyone who worked on his
”impossible” project. To succeed, he would skip
the prototype phase and go right into production
— a daring strategy that left no room for error. 

THE MARKET
Even standing still, they look fast. 

Ever since the first Learjet took to
the air in 1963, these sleek, agile
business jets have turned heads and
quickened pulses. The aura surround-
ing Bombardier Learjet aircraft, how-
ever, is a result of more than their
undeniable ramp appeal. Learjet’s
pioneering efforts sparked an aviation
revolution that gave birth to a multi-
billion-dollar industry and gave wings
to corporate America. 

When the first Learjet, Model 23,
was launched, conventional wisdom
held that the market for business air-
craft would peak at 300 planes. Inven -
tor William (Bill) P. Lear argued the
number was more like 3,000, but even
his estimate proved conservative.
More than 14,000 corporate jets
already operate worldwide, and fore-
casts call for over 5,000 more aircraft
by 2011.

Learjet aircraft have served the cor-
porate aviation market for over 40
years. There are more than six different models cur-
rently in use as corporate jets, delighting owners
and pilots with their performance, technology, and
styling. Their durability, speed, and high-altitude
capability have also made them the aircraft of
choice for a wide range of special missions, such
as air ambulance services and aerial photography,
including the exciting scenes of F-14 fighters in
the movie Top Gun. They have been used world-
wide for air defense, reconnaissance, military
training, and high-altitude mapping, and Air
Force test pilots train in Learjet aircraft. Finally,
they have long been the aircraft of choice for the
“jet set,” a term first coined to refer to early
Learjet owners, for whom their aircraft was the
ultimate affirmation of their unique, larger-than-
life personalities.

ACHIEVEMENTS
Both a productivity tool and a hot rod, the Learjet
won over the aviation world and captured the pub-
lic’s imagination virtually overnight. Proving it was
more than mere media hype, it soon began estab-
lishing performance records, and, like the owners
who bought them, pushing the envelope . . . or
more aptly, tearing it apart. 

For example, in December 1965, with seven
people on board, the Learjet 23 aircraft set a time-
to-climb record, reaching an altitude of 40,000
feet in a blistering 7 minutes, 21 seconds —
faster than an F-100 Super Sabre fighter jet to
10,000 feet. 

In 1979, astronaut Neil Armstrong and a
Learjet test pilot set five world records for busi-
ness jets in a Learjet Longhorn 28. In 1983, the

first midsize Learjet, the Learjet 55
aircraft, set another world speed
record, flying from Los Angeles to
Paris in 12 hours, 37 minutes with
one refueling stop. 

When Bombardier Inc. acquired
Learjet in 1990, the company
immediately embarked on a plan to
propel Learjet to greater heights.
Within months, the new Bombardier
Learjet 60 business jet was on the
drawing board. This midsize aircraft
would bring important innovations
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